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BARMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  ■-"A 



ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1950 . 

JOINT  REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


The  Chairman  and  Members, 

We  herewith  beg  to  submit  cur  joint  Annual 
Report  in  respect  of  the  Barmouth  Urban  District  for  the  year  ended  31st, 
December,  1950. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT . 


Areaof  the  District  « 1, 347  acres. 

Estimated  Resident  Population.  2, 352. 
Approximate  Summer  Population.  8,000  to  10,000 


Population  Census  1921.  3> 555- 

Population  Census.  1931-  2,645. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

at  the  end  of  1950-  92 7- 

Rateable  Value.  £16, 644. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate.  £62.11.10d. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  THE  CHIEF  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
AND  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  ANY  PARTICULAR  OCCUPATION  ON  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Whilst  Barmouth  is  primarily  a sea- side  holiday 
resort  and  that  the  livelihood  of  its  inhabitants  is  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  its  visitors  there  are  a number  of  smallindustries  which 
absorb  many  workers,  both  male  and  female. 

The  available  supply  of  local  labour  in  1950 
was  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  and  even  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  the  position  is  very  acute.  Much  of  the  labour 
is  imported  and  although  accommodation  is  available  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  serious  difficulties  arise  in  this  matter 
during  the  summer  period. 

Contracts  for  Council  Houses  and  other 
buildings  for  the  Council  are  let  to  an  outside  firm  and  the  Contractor 
concerned  has  a very  few  local  tradesmen  and  labourers  working  for 
him.  The  two  road  improvement  schemes  carried  out  near  Barmouth  have 
only  a limited  number  of  local  men  employed  thereon,  the  remainder 
being  non- locals. 


A small  wood  pulp  factory  is  being  set  up 
on  the  quayside  and  the  proprietor  intends  employing  up  to  25  workpeople. 
As  tilings  are  at  present  it  seems  impossible  to  get  the  necessary 
labour. 

The  general  health  of  all  those  employed 
is  stated  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

LIVE  BIRTHS/FQR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES.  19*50. 

RATE  - • • - 


DEATH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALKS.  1950. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


(!)  ippiCAL  - There  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  who 
also^a  medical-  practitioner.  It  is  assumed  that  his  service  will 
be  terminated  as  soon  as  the  County  Council  scheme  comes  into 
operation. 


is 


(2) 

also  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  - There  is  one  Sani 
Council's  Surveyor  -and  Engineer. 


tary  Insoector  who 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


At  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
General  Hospital,  Aberystwyth, 


Cardiganshire 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(1) 

necessary, 

Cardiganshi 


IN FjIiCTj. 0 Uo — DISEASES.  - Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  where 
are  sent  to  _ Isolation  Hospitals  in  Caernarvonshire  and 
re*  there  being  no  such  Hospitals  within  the  County. 


. _ ( 2)  PO.Pr.IN FECTI ON  CAS ES . - The  County  Council  run  an 

Ambulance  Servi-ce  for  -such  -cases,  the  County  Medical  Officer  being 
m charge  thereof.  6 


. _ An  Ambulance,  stationed  in  Barmouth,  is  provided,  and 

maintained  by  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
considerable  use  is  made  of  it. 


and 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

( 1 ) Live  Births . 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate, 


Male.  Female. 

2.1  iu~ 

I I 


( 2)  Still  Births. 

Legitimate.  N,u" 

Illegitimate. 

(3)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age.. 

Legitimate.  M i i 

Illegitimate.  I ^ I L~, 

(4)  Rates  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population. 

General  Death  Rate. 

Total  Tuberculosis. Death  Rate. 


Pthisis  Death  Rate.  *m- 

Cancer  Death  Rate.  2 SS 

Bi  rth  Rate . I u. . ^ 

Scarlet  Fever  Death  Rate.  NIl^ 

Diphtheria  Death  Rate.  INIU 


Total . 

?>5 

a. 
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(5)  Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still  Births) . 


Still  Birth  Rate. 

paternity  Mortality  Total.  N I U_ 
Sepsis. 

Other  Forms. 

N It—. 


(6)  Rates  per  1.000  Live  Birthw. 

I nf ant  Mo rt  al i ty . ^ , L 

Legitimate  Infants.  N, ,u 

Illegitimate  Infants.  |\,lL_ 

Diarrhoea  under  Two  Years.  ? 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN  AREA. 


(l)  WATER  SUPPLY  - The  water  supplies,  together  with  the 
distributing -systems,- -were  fully  described  in  our  Report  for  1949. 
and  we  see  no  reason  for  giving  such  an  elaborate  report  every  year. 

The  supply  of  water  during  1950,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality  was  excellent.  Over  95  million  gallons  were  registered  on  the 
main  meter  and  this  represents  a consumption  of  approximately  261,000 
gallons  daily  or  roughly  100  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  latter 
figure  appears  excessive  but  when  you  consider  that  we  supply  two 
laundries,  the  Gas  Works,  the  Railway  Station,  the  Slaughterhouse 
together  with  the  constant  flushing  of  sewers  and  public  conveniences 
then  the  consumption  for  domestic  purposes  is  not  so  excessive.  As 
stated  in  our  last  report  many  of  our  mains  require  renewing  and 
in  order  to  keep  the  pressure  reasonably  constant  throughout  the  day 
and  night  we  allow  a great  deal  of  water  to  run  to  waste. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  and  in  addition  to  this  it  is 
treated  with  a solution  of  silicate  of  soda.  The  water  is  soft  and 
acidic  with  a result  that  the  corrosion  inside  the  pipes  is  excessive, 
and  lead  pipes  are  affected.  This  silicate  of  of  soda  treatment  neutral! ; 
the  corrosive  action  and  the  p H value  has  been  raised  from  6 to  over  8. 

A certain  amount  of  scraping  of  the  mains  was  carried  out  durin 
the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Certain  minor  improvements  in  the  distributing  system  were 
effected  but  theso  are  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  described  in 
detail. 


(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  - In  cur  last  Report  we  dealt  with 
this  subject  comprehensively.  The  Cardigan' Bay  outfall  sewer,  discharging 
at  roughly  mid- tide  level  some  120  yards  off  shore,  has  not  abated 
the  nuisance,  previously  referred  to,  in  its  entirety.  This  was  not 
expected.  The  Council  has  considered  the  major  scheme  which  consists 
of  laying  a new  line  of  pipes  to  discharge  well  below  low  water  mark 
of  spring  tides.  Possibly  this  scheme  will  be  carried  out  in  due  course. 

Apart  from  ordinary  maintenance  no  special  attention  was 
called  for  during  the  ye  at?. 
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CAMPIMG  SITES. 


The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were 

used  for  Camping  Purposes  during  the  year,  - 4. 

The  number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of 
which  Licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  Section. .269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act.,  1936“  =1. 

The  estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the  summer 

season.  = 500. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Ho  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received  and 
no  excessive  smoke  was  observed  during  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS, 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  in  the  district. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  ETC. 

There  was  only  one  case  where  a house  had  to  be  fumigated 
for  the  eradication  of  Bugs. 


SCHOOLS. -Both  schools  were  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  condition 
of  cleanliness. 


(7)  HOUSING.  - The  Council  were  able  to  complete 
(for  occupation)'  13  new  houses  and  14  additional  houses  are  almost 
ready  for  occupation.  One  private  enterprise  house  was  also 
completed  and  occupied.  Thus  the  Council  has  erected  85  houses  durir, 
the  post-war  period,  this  figure  including  the  14  houses  now 
being  finished  off.  Plans  for  four  maisonettes  have  been  prepared 
and  approved  and  tenders  are  now  being  invited.  Plans  for  72  houses 
are  being  prepared  but  unavoidable  delays  must  be  inevitable  . 


(8)  INSPECTION  OF  DVffiLLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1.  (a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  Housing  Defects  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

1 — 1 

CM 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

39« 

2.  (a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  included 
under  Sub-head  (l)  above  whi ch 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925“ 

nil. 

• (b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for 
this  purpose. 

nil. 

3“ 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found 
to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  (P.T.O) 
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Apparently  in  1939  the  Medical  Officer  listed 
approximately  100  houses  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
but  the  War  with  its  Emergency  Measures  prevented  the  Council 
from  from  taking  any  active  steps  on  this  reporto  During 
.7  950  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  carried  out 
a survey  of  probably  the  whole  of  the  county  in  order 
to  prepare  a schedule  of  all  buildings  of  historic  and 
architectural  interest . As  far  as  Barmouth  is  concerned 
a provisional  schedule  has  been  prepared  and  if  a Preservation 
Order  is  made  on  these  properties  then  the  Council’s  powers 
will  be  restricted.  Many  of  the  houses  listed  in  1939 
for  demolition  are  included  in  the  Schedule. 

4.  Dumber  of  Dwelling  Houses,  exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
Sub-head,  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  5° 


5.  Remedy  for  Defects  during  the 
Year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notice. 

Rendered  fit-  Informal  action 

by  Local  Authority  or  their 

Officers.  3» 


( 9 ) Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 
Year  : - 


1 . Proceedings  under  Section  9.10.  and 
1-6  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936 . 


(a)  Dumber  of  Dwelling  Rouses 

in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs.  nil. 

(b)  Dumber  of  Dwelling  Houses 
which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice, 

(1)  by  owners.  nil 

(2)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners.  nil. 


2 . Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 

(a)  Dura  her  of  Dwelling  Housesin 
respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied. 

(b)  Dumber  of  Dwelling  Houses 
in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice, 

(1)  by  owners. 

(2)  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 
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(3)  P race e dings  under  S e c t ions.  11  and  15  oE  the  Housing 
Act.  19357"  ■ 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  nil. 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 


( 4)  Proceedings  under  Section.  12.  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1916. 


(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements 
or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined*  the  tenement  oi 
room  having  been  rendered  fit. 


(5)  Housing  Act,  1956.  Part. V. -Overcrowding. 


(a)lNumber  of  Dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  eflid  of  the  year.  Not  Known. 


2.  Number  of  Families  dwelling 

therein.  do. 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  do. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year.  1. 

(c)  1. Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year.  4. 

2. Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases.  24. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
Dwelling  Houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 

of  o ve r c ro wding . nil. 


nil . 


nil. 


nil. 
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(10)  INSPECTION  AMD- SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


( 


(a)  Milk  Supply.  - Most  of  the  milk  retailed  in 
Barmouth  comes  from  without  the  district.  The  milk  supplied  from 
farms  within  the  district  is  very  limited  as  the  farms  are  few 
in  number  and,  generally  speaking  are  totally  unsuitable  for 
milk  production.  The  bulk  of  the  retailed  milk  arrives  in 
Barmouth  by  train;  some  comes  in  churns  and  the  remainder  in 
bottles.  This  milk  is  practically  all  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  and  all 
samples  submitted  for  biological  analysis  have  proved  satisfactory. 

No  graded  milk  is  produced  locally 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  farm  no  adverse  reports  from  the 
Analyst  have  been  received.  This  particular  farm,  after  repeated 
adverse  reports,  does  not  a present  produce  milk  for  human 
consumption. 


The  farms  and  dairies  in  the 

district,  whilst  there  is  room  for  improvements  both  structurally 
and  in  working  conditions,  are  kept  in  a reasonably  clean  state. 

Difficulties  are  experienced  in 

milk  sampling.  Unless  the  samples  are  sent  by  the  mid  day  train  they 
will  not  arrive^ Aberystwyth  in  time.  The  imported  milk  does  not 
arrive  in  Barmouth  until  nearly  11  o’clock  and  some  time  must 
elapse  before  it  is  collected  by  the- retailers.  It  is  safe  to  state 
that  a large  section  of  the  town  does  npt  receive  its  milk  supply 
until  late  in  the  afternoon  or  early  evening.  There  are  instances  of  the 
milk  being  delivered  at  10  o’clock  at  night  and  sampling  of  late 
deliveries  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 


(b)  I ce- Cream.  - There  are  2D  premises  in  Barmouth 
retailing  ice-cream  -Much  of  it  imported  and  some  home-made.  A 
number  of  samples  were  taken  during  the  summer  months,  and  in  most 
cases  the  results  were  satisfactory.  In  certain  cases  however  the 
results  were  not  of  the  high  standards  and  the  retailers  in  question 
were  informed.  Taking  the  results  over  a period  and  not  as  individual 
cases  the  purity  of  the  ice-cream  is  quite  satisfactory . 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  - Every  effort  is  made 

to  inspect  all  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  prior  to  its  removal 
from  the  slaughterhouse.  Barmouth  Slaughterhouse  has  for  some  time 
been  the  central  slaughtering  place  for  a large  section  of  the 
County,  and  includes  Do  1 gel  ley  Urban  District,  a large  portion  of  the 
Dolgelley  Rural  District,  and  possibly  a section  of  the  Deudraeth 
Rural  District.  Dolgelley  Urban  District  is  included  as  a temporary 
measure  whilst  alterations  to  the  Dolgelley  Slaughterhouse  are 
being  carried  out.  This  does  involve  additional  responsibility 
upon  the  Barmouth  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  our  previous  report  we  stated  that  a 
reconstruction  scheme  was  being  prepared  for  the  Barmouth  Slaughterhouse 
but  such  a scheme  was  not  carried  into  effect  during  the  year. 

During  the  y eerp, 5^7- lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned  as  bein 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


8- 


CATTLE. 

CALVES. 

SHEEP. 

PIGS. 

ho  of  Animals  killed 
and  Inspected. 

533» 

21, 

4,094. 

38. 

All  diseases  except 
Tuber culo  si s . Whole 
Carcasses  condemned. 

4. 

-1.  o 

9. 

nil . 

Carcass  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

5- 

nil. 

2. 

nil. 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  Carcasses 
condemned. 

1. 

nil . 





Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

O i 

CM  I 

i — 1 1 

* 1 
rH  | 

1 I 

| 

_L 

lbs. 

— 

144 

Foodstuffs,  other  than  fresh  meat,  were 
condemned  in  fairly  large-  quantities  during  the  year  but  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  enumerate  all  the  various  articles  or  to  give  any  idea  of  the 
total  weight. 


NOTIFI „ ABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  TRAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cases  Notified. 

1 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

To  tal 

Deaths. 

Nu~ 

1 

N 1 u.  . 

TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR 

0 
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